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North Hills East Neighborhood Council 


COVID-19 CRITICAL NEED SERVICES


Parents, Educators/Teachers & Students in Action (PESA) is the community-based organization (CBO) of the Los Angeles Superior Court Teen Court program (see letter 
from Judge Wesley attached). PESA receives referrals of diverted youth from the Los Angeles Police Department, as part of their juvenile arrest diversion program as well 
s referrals from the Los Angeles County District Attorney Office. 


PESA has partnered with the Museum of Tolerance to address issues of racism and hatred caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, as part of the SHADES program of Teen 
Court. These issues will be addressed by online seminars and through the COVID-19 HERO project created by PESA. The COVID-19 HERO project is composed of the 
youth being educated on the value of not making offensive racial remarks concerning what race could have caused the COVID-19 pandemic. In addition the COVID-19 
HERO series educate the youth about the COVID-19 virus and what they can do to prevent the spread of it, giving them the opportunity to being a COVID-19 HERO by 
writing a letter describing how they are a COVID-19 HERO and receiving a certificate of being a COVID-19 HERO.


This grant will address a critical public purpose that will benefit the public at large, reducing the issues of hate and racism stemming from the COVID-19 pandemic and 
educating the youth about COVID-19 and why they need to comply with the social distancing orders. As the social distancing rules are modified the COVID-19 HERO 
series will be modified to reflect these changes. 


It is important to make sure our youth are educated as to why they have to follow the instructions of their parents and their teachers concerning social distancing. It is 
important to start educating them on this now. So that when schools are reopened they will be willing to cooperate with their teachers concerning social distancing 
instructions. In addition the issues of hate and racism have already been reported as a result of COVID-19, these issues will only be exacerbated when schools open up 
again. By educating the youth now and being able to continue that education when they go back to school the issue will be addressed. In person presentations will be 
created to be presented in the schools when they open up again in compliance with social distancing orders.


THIS PROJECT HAS BEEN MADE A RESOURCE TOOL TO ALL OF THE SCHOOLS IN THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES THROUGH THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY 
BOARD OF EDUCATION (LACOE).


Thus, with the funding from this grant PESA will make sure that the residents and the schools in North Hills East Neighborhood Council benefit from this project.


North Hills East Neighborhood Council will receive recognition on all materials and items published in connection with this project.







COVID-19 HERO project 1,500.00                              5,000.00


COVID-19 HERO project materials                                                                                       1,000.00                              5,000.00


2,500.00


05       01      20                                                                  07     15        20                                                                             11     01       20


06/23/20


06/23/20












































 
“Creating a Better Future for Our Community through Advocacy, Mentorship and Education” 


PESA for Better Schools 18017 Chatsworth Street # 337 Granada Hills, California 91344 (800)-894-7201 Fax (818) 781-8180 
                                       PTSA for Better Schools is a 501(c)(3) Non-profit organization registered with the IRS.  
                                                                  Your donation is tax exempt as permitted by law. 


 


 


 


COVID-19 HERO PROJECT 


 
This project is designed to educate our youth on the importance of not engaging 


in conduct that is raced based as well as the importance of abiding to social 


distancing orders.  


 


 


The project will consist of the following components: 


 


 


1. Attached to the project will be a contest. There will be weekly winners and 


the weekly winners will be eligible to win the grand prize announced 


around the end of October. (No prizes will be funded by government funds) 


2. To be eligible to enter the contest an individual has to participate either in a 


virtual presentation of the project or an in person presentation of the 


project at the school they attend.  


3. Participants in the contest will be provided with a booklet and an 


acceptance handout either an electronic version or a printed version. 


4. Flyers advertising the project will be distributed within the boundaries of 


the Neighborhood Council.  


5. Booklets with masks in a package will be distributed at the schools and 


other places within the boundaries of the Neighborhood Council.  


6. All materials distributed will have the Neighborhood Council Logo. 
 


 


 








H EADER 2


Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 


consetetur sadipscing elitr, sed diam 


nonumy eirmod  invidunt ut labore. 


Help  r educe 
hat e incident s 
one st ep  at  a 


t ime!


Parents, Educators/Teachers and 
Students in  Act ion for  Better  


Schools


We would like to thank our  par tner s in 


this endeavor !


To find out more about PESA or to make a donation please visit our website:


http://parentsinactionforbetterschools.org/


OR


Contact us directly:
PESA


18017 Chatsworth Street, Suite 337
Granada Hills Ca, 91344


(800)894-7201
Printed in House with Volunteer Labor


Copyright      2018 by Parents, Educators/Teachers & Students in Action







{{Company}}


{{Website}}


{{Cell Phone}}


H a t e  I N CI DEN T S happen when people bul ly 


each other  because of their  ident i ty.


The best way to prevent hate incidents are by 


being t o l e r a n t !


What  is  
t ol er ance?


T o ler a nc e is  a c c ept ing  


peo ple f o r  who  t hey 


a r e.


5 Way s t o 
be 


Tolerant !


1. Do n't  s pr ea d  hu r t f u l r u mo r s  a bo u t  


o t her s . 
2. T r ea t  o t her s  ho w yo u  wo u ld  like t o  be 


t r ea t ed .


3. Find  t h ings  in  c o mmo n wit h  kid s  who  


s eem d if f er ent  t ha n yo u .


4. I f  yo u  t h ink yo u 've been mea n t o  


s o meo ne, a po lo g iz e.


5. I f  s o met h ing  is  u nc lea r , a s k a  t ea c her  


in  o r d er  t o  bet t er  u nd er s t a nd .








County of Heroes
Stories of Acceptance


By PESA
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Current Impact of Covid
The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted our way of life around the world. 
As thousands of people get sick, we have had to adjust in the way we 
go to school, in the way we shop for groceries, and even in the way 
we greet our loved ones. Our world has transformed quickly in the 
last few months, and we are faced with new challenges every day. 


However, during this time we must come together to support one 
another and remember that: 


even though we are all different, 


we are the same. 







PURPOSE 
When we think about accepting others, we often think in terms of how people 
are different from ourselves, rather than how we are the same. We need to have 
perspective and know that what is different or unknown to you, might be a 
daily practice for me. Does that make either of us wrong or less than?


Any time that someone teases or pokes fun at something different, it stems 
from a lack of understanding.


How can we help educate others and give perspective to help form more 
appropriate understanding of each other’s differences?


Today, you can start with by sharing your perspective through art.







Directions


First, read the following stories about kids like you


Next, discuss the questions at the end with an adult


Then, create a piece of artwork in response to the 


stories you have read


Finally, submit your artwork for a chance to win an award







Stacy
I keep getting texts calling me 
mean names from the other kids 
because of the coronavirus, also 
known as COVID-19. Even though I am 
from Korea and Korea has very few 
COVID-19 cases, kids think that all 
people from Asia must be infected. 
But I am healthy. When I graduate, 
I want to go to college to become a 
virologist. A virologist is someone 
who studies viruses and how they 
make people sick.







Aisha
I am Muslim and one of the few in my neighborhood. 
As part of my religion, I wear a headscarf. Because 
of coronavirus, everyone is now wearing scarves and 
masks on their faces. People on Instagram are 
joking that they are also Muslim for wearing a 
scarf. Even worse, some people post that Muslims 
caused the virus to happen so that everyone would 
have to wear a scarf. I know people are just 
scared, but they should not make fun of my 
religion. I want to go to college to become a 
neuroscientist. A Neuroscientist studies the 
nervous system which includes the brain, spinal 
cord and nerve cells throughout the body.







Alexandra 
My family and I are Hispanic. When 
Swine Flu was going around, my 
classmates joked that I brought it 
here from Mexico. They were not 
really nice to me because of my 
family’s background and said I was 
an illegal immigrant. I was born in 
Los Angeles and I never had swine 
flu. I want to become a doctor to 
educate people about public health.







Eitan
I am an Orthodox Jew. Last semester in 
history class, we learned about how some 
Jewish people faked an illness called 
Syndrome K to avoid being beaten and 
taken to concentration camps where Jews 
would be killed during the Holocaust, 
just because they were Jewish. 
Afterwards, kids teased me that I was 
faking my cold because I am Jewish. I 
found it very mean. I want to become a 
medical researcher. A medical researcher 
does research to find cures to prevent 
people from getting sick. 







Josh
When school is open, my mom and I walk to school 
from different places. Sometimes it’s from one of 
our friends’ houses. Sometimes it's from a 
homeless shelter. I love school because it takes 
my mind off where I’m going to sleep that night. 
Kids make fun of me because I am not able to 
shower every day. They say that I probably have 
diseases from homeless shelters, but my mom and I 
are very aware of our health and stay as healthy 
as possible. I love athletics and I want to go to 
school to become a health and PE teacher. I want 
to be like the teachers I know who help me learn 
and be a better person.







Sean
Last year, the kids in my class who 
didn’t look like me always called me 
a “thug,” and it hurt my feelings. 
During the Ebola outbreak that 
started in Africa, people kept their 
distance from me because of my skin 
color. They thought that I could be 
sick but my family and I have never 
been to Africa. I am taking science 
classes right now so when I get 
older I can go to Nursing School. I 
want to be a nurse so I can help 
people when they are sick.







Ricardo
My mom is a hospital administrator and now that 
coronavirus has broken out in Los Angeles, my 
friends keep texting me that when we go back to 
school, they don't want to be around me because of 
where my mom works. I am not sick nor is my mom, we 
have been careful and have been tested with good 
results. It hurts my feelings that they have virtual 
“social distancing” hangouts and don’t invite me. I 
want to become a hospital administrator just like my 
mom. A hospital administrator is in charge of an 
entire hospital, and has to make sure everyone is 
doing what they are supposed to do so they can help 
people who are sick who come to the hospital get 
better.    







Heather
My parents are essential workers at the grocery 
store down the street. Before the COVID-19 
quarantine, people didn’t want to sit close to me 
in class because they thought I could be infected. 
My parents have been very careful and even started 
wearing masks before everyone else. I am worried 
that people still won’t want to be near me after 
the quarantine is lifted because of where my 
parents work. I want to be a biomedical engineer.  
A biomedical engineer helps to make artificial 
organs, like a heart, so when someone’s heart no 
longer works an artificial heart can be used and 
will work just like a real heart.







Andrew
Last year, students in my class teased me 
about my Dads and said that they have AIDS. 
Some of the guys were afraid to be my friend 
because they think they can catch AIDS from 
me. They don't know that my dads don’t have 
AIDS, and even if they did, it would still 
be safe to be around them and me. I want to 
become a pharmacist. A pharmacist helps a 
doctor decide what medicine will help a 
person who is sick, the patient, get better 
and then provides the medicine to the 
patient and explains to the patient how to 
use the medicine. 







Discussion Questions
● Have you ever been in a situation like this?


○ If so, how did it make you feel?


● Have you ever seen someone else go through a situation 


like this? Please reflect.


● What are some things you could do to prevent this from 


happening?


● What does the phrase “we are all different, but we are 


the same” mean to you?







ARTWORK 







Artwork - step 1 
Write down the first 3 words 
come to mind when you think of 
the word “bullying.”


Example







Artwork - step 2
Now write down 3 words that can 
be your solution to the 3 words 
you identified above.


Example







Artwork - step 3
Using those six words create a 
POP Art.


- The negative defining words 
of bullying could be pushed 
off to the back as the 
solution explodes through 
victorious.


Example







ARTWORK - STEP 4
Write a brief response to the 
following question: If you knew 
a friend was experiencing 
bullying like in the situations 
above, what would you do?


Example







Submission & Prize
Please submit the following to Cindy@pesa-edu.org


1. Your drawing 
○ You can either scan it or take a clear picture


2. Your response to question #4 on the previous page
○ You can either take a picture or type it  


Please also make sure to include the following so we know where to 
send your certificate 


1. Full Name
2. Address



mailto:Cindy@pesa-edu.org
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